{9J1] InOA JO 1531 91 10J UEIId E 9q 01 NOA 3gernodus | ‘Asurnof 1oL
UO JYIBQUId NOA Sy "9M1) ST Por) IN0qe sAes (IS[o SUOAUE I0) [NEJ IBYM JI 9935
01 Jjasino£ 103 sorndLIdg 93 Apnis puE SUTWEXD 0] SUBIW ULIS © SUdg

"91LI] SEM PIES [NEJ IBYM JI 935 01 ABD AToAd

§aInIdLIdg J13 PIUILIEXS PUE SSIUIIFES 18I [IIM S5BSSIUL U1 PIAISISL

AdY1 10] ‘SUBIUO[ESSIY] Y1 UPY] I91OBIBYD S[qOU IOUI JO 2IIM SUBIIIT I MON
{UBAW  1BYM 935 01 [T:/] SOV I8 J00] B 9B, ,'UBIIDG  © 9] PLaISur—an
-Tea 90ej 18 Ap3s SIY3 UT SpI0M T[] 3] ISnf 1 UOp 930U ATBUONINED B NOA 9AIS
OSTe auI 19 ‘NoA 01 [Nyd[aY waaq sey apms Apmis stya adoy] T A[IY A “SIOY JO

j[00q 91 WOIJ WOSSI Jue)I0d T We UIeI] §,19] ‘WO INUNUOD NOA 910J9q INg

‘31 Surpear a1e oA se a[qrg 1 SUrpuLISISPUN SIEITIOE] 03
19pI0 Tenuanbas-uou e ut ureSe are sFurpea o], *a[qIg Y JO ISAI Y PEAI
ued noA yorym ut uefd e noK saArd apmn3 STyl JO IOPUTRUIAI ], ‘SIIMSUE 0]
1sanb o4 uo anunuod a[qe aq 03 paddmba [99] mou prnoys nok ‘Apnis sryl
Jo ssado01d 913 ySnot, jued noA JeY) ST SMIU POOF YT, (1Y) JO dIOW DU
-11adxa 01 9Y1] No£ 1 UpTnom pue FUnNIOXa I1 3 Usem ‘0s JT ;Apnis Tyl Surinp
1ySisut no£ 2413 pue nok 01 eads, jurdg AJOF] 93 I[9f NOA dABE] {9103
paeraxdde aaey 1ou 3ySrur noA 1.1 Jooq Surzeure ue a[qrg Y3 I,US] "Apnis
Tadaa(7 Sy a3 dn ystuyy noA se Surfesy axe nok moy st styd A[[nyodoy] "mop

yoeg oo e aye], pue doig

'SNS9 YIIM N[BM II9Y) UT MO1F A[[ENUIIUOD

pue 1adoap Sip, wayy d[ay :papuewtiod snsa( JBYI [[E £9q0 01 WY O],
'sem 9[qEIDTIOU PUE I[QISIA ATYSIY UI SJI] 1193 SULIO]

-suexn 31 eyl os snsaf yIrm dIysuone[al I3 Ul WYl Jeos :uray) azndeg
udg AJoy] a3 jJo Suryrom a3 ySnoiyl pue Isuy) snsaf yimm diysuon
-e[91 IN0A YSnoIy) nok umoys sey por) Jeym sI9YI0 yoedl :sa[dIosIp ayejA
"9UO0Z 1I0JWO0D INOK dABI[ ‘UL SB IABI, SI 03 I0] PIOM IDIOUY

*SI9TI0 IIM ISLIYD) SNSS JO sMIU Po0F o) a1eys pue Ino 03 A[PANIE :05)
SN S9ATS SNSa( 1B worssIurtzoy) 1ea.r5 Y3 Jo armdid Siq o) azLrew NS
§,39] ‘9197 INg "UONENIIS UMO INO 03 dYIdads 1€ Jey) S[TEIDP 93 UT [ [[IM
1dg AJoR] a1 o) (Aead pue) ISTI) ISNUL 9 A\ “TOAII[Aq ISYIOUER I0J S[[BD
9] YI0M 93 WIOIJ JUIIIJIP OO A[II] [[IM IDASI[2q SUO 10 S[[ED POL) JE[]
JI0M 91 PUE ‘QUOP 9q UED [[IM S POL) 1B} SKEM TUIIJJIP AUR dT€ 3I)
9SIN0D JO I AUI [ILM OP 0 SUI JUBM POL) S0P A[I0BXD JBY A\, ‘UOTISINb
a1 Surromsue 03 sowod It uaYMm aredwod ued adessed 19110 OU INq ‘SN
JO I9MOT[O] B JO JT] 33 JO s10adse Juazagjrp Auew dn Jurpymgq ur jueizod
~wit AI9A ST 9[qIg Y3 JO 1SAI AYI—PUEBISIOPUNSIW I UO(T "[qI{ ITIUD 3] UI
SUONDILIISUI JO 195 Jueltodwt 1SOUI a3 ST ()Z-91:87 MIYNEIA ‘9f1] ur asodind
1no uo doueping §uniag jo surrel uj Ioue[d SIYl UO Y9 SWIN IDYI YIIM Op 0}
pasoddns a1e snsa( JO SI9MO[[OF 93 ey Jo uoridLIdsap 159q dYI—I1 ST SIY ],

UOISSIUWIUION) JBIN) 3T,

‘W ySnoiyl por) 01 dABY

s19A91[9q Jey3 diysuone[a1 a3 surefdxe snsa( ‘xo3deyd siy1 u ‘uyo[ £q papio
-091 ATuo st yorym ‘so[dIosIp SIf] 01 suononIsul [eury snsaf jo 3red :g1 uyo(
‘pursjuewr 10§ wefd [eUISLIO S POD) UI JOU Ik (19138

1B} JOJ JSBISIP PUE) ISP JBYI SUIPULISIIPUN PUE ([ILIP) PUIUBW JO dIBJ
djewnn a3 03 paedax ur pey snsa( Jey aanoadsiad a3 Jurpuelsiopun ‘snsaf
Jo uonjows pue Ayruewny ay) SUTPULISIOPUN—S[IAS] AUBW UO [BUOIIEPUNO]
st oFessed sty T, "oae1d s1q 1e sdoom snsa[ 1eY) SNIEZET PUSLIJ SIF] JO [IEP

a1 £q paAowr pue JYSNeNSIP OS ST SNSS| VI "snsd| Jo uorsseduroo doap

93 IN0qe J[qrg 2Inus a3 ut uondrrosap Juraour sour a3 sdeyred : 1T uyo(
"0S Op 01 MOY pUE I2MO[[O] SIF] dUWI009q P[NOYS dM AYM UOSEII 3] UO

aAed jposwirf] snsaf Jey) uoneuedxs 1ea[o pue ofdurs 394 punojoid e :¢ uyo(

uyo| Jo 1odson) :/ 29 M\

"SUOTIB[NQLI) SIY JO s18dA 913 puryaq asodand s pon) jo Surroa

-un a3 pue ‘ydaso( Jo JUN0ddE. 93 JO UOISNOU0 FUNIOXD d) G SISIUIL)
*SI9101q-J[Y I9P[0 O] SIY Aq AIOAB[S OJUL P[OS SEM

9 MOY pue [aYdrY Aq UOS ISIP]a 5,qode( Ydaso( JO JUNOdI. 313 /g SISAUIL)
“popuadsap 918 (UOHEBU J[OYM Y} A[[ENIUIAD pUE) [9BIS] JO SIqLI 7T 93 Jeyd
qooe( woiy st 1] *(Yes[aqay Iayrour sy woiy d[at] a(II] B YITM) Nesy I97101q

UIM] ST WO IYSLIYIIIq 911 SUI[eaIS qOJB[ JO JUNOIIE J) 1/ SISAUID)
*31q1g 211 Jo [T ut sagessed [euOTIEPUNO]
1SOUI 31[1 JO SUO—UIRYRIQY 03 dpeu pox) stwioxd o) :/-T:7] SISAUID)

SIS9U9L) 1 399 M\

‘wrop

-8ury[ a1 10§ yI0M INOA UT I8P 10 JusunuToddesrp Jusuradernoostp
SuroR] 918 NOA I9AIUAYM 1T PeaI-a1 pue 11deyd syl 01 WwIniax (snsaf Jo
I9MO[[OJ B 9UI0D3q dABY NOA “3°T) Sury a3 £q  pakojdwa, usaq aaey nok
J1 "YI0M WOPSUTY| S pOD) UT 9ITAIAS 10J saa[swoyl dmba  A[pATioe 01 a1e
SI9A3I[9q MOy Surpuelsiopun 10} aFessed [erIuasss ue :g1-()1:9 suersaydy
(g1 "A) Jueyzod

~WI 0S SE $qO[ 9SAI SMITA POL) AYM TOSEII Y] PUE (7] "A) sqOf 95913

Jo asodind SurAprapun a1 ‘(11 "A) Op sns3( Jo SI9AAIAq I} sqol jo L3
-9LIEA 3T]] JO SALIBUIUINS 153q ) JO duO ST aFessed sty :¢T-11:F suersaydy
jozrrowaur 03 ades

-sed JUS[[20XD WE ST SIY], "9AII[q SNSI| JO SIDMO[[OJ I ST IT JBYM INOQR
31qrg A1 [[& UT sarreururns 10edurod 1sour Ayl Jo U0 :g-g:g suersaydy

suersaydy :G a9 M\

Y311 93 o3ur

PUE SSIUIIEP JO INO SIIYI0 SULIq 01 ‘ST JeY[], ‘ABPO] UAD OP ST AR P[NOM
SNS3( JBYM JO [9POUI B ST SIY] JOJ ‘SIOY JO J0Oq Y3 UO YOBq I109PI NOA

SE ‘g]-/] S9SIDA ‘97 191deyd Ul [neJ JO Yooads 93 IOPISUOY) "SIOUIIUDS MIJ
e ur yjooq Surzeure ue Yons 9ZLIBWIWINS 0} PIeY SI IT “YONS Sy "d[qIg dINUD
911 UT pear 03 SUMIOXd ISOW JI JO JUO SI SIOY JO J00q Y3 :§T-£1:97 SPV

SV 7 Yoo M\

*STIS9( JO [RLING PUB [1B9P ‘UOIXYIONID el 9l :€7-¢ 7 9N']

"JIBIP SIH 910J9( YI9M dUO ‘WISBSTLIS| 01 SNS3|

Jo Surwod a3 pue {(j10M WOPSUTY SIE] I0] ST 01 UDAIS Sy Poo) S[[IYS
a3 Gursn jo souerrodurr oy Surziseydure uorienIsn[I SriewWeIp 194 €
JUNODDE S 3)N'T UI) SIUsTel Jo d[qered a1 SNaYIOEY, JO A101S YD 16T N
‘pUIS[UBW 10 SBY POL) 1BYI 9A0] 18318 911 Sunemsnyyr

‘(uos 150 a1 pue UI0d 150[ 3 ‘deays 1s0] a13) so[qered 9211 :G] aYNT

0T ¢ M
"IOA0D JOBQ 39S
aTnpayos gurpeas 1adaa( S YL

‘WIH MO[[OJ JeT[3 35013 [[E 03
SS9 JO pUBWIWIOD JUEII0dWI ISOUW 9 INOE WIEd] 03 ‘[2dson) s MIYIEIA
Jo 191deyd ISE[ 911 [IIM YSIUT d A\ "SI[AIOSIP 1595070 snsaf Jo auo “uyof £q
snsa( Jo Junoooe Surrow AJSuruunis oyl peax 03 sarnidrog J9a1x) ay3 03
UINI9I [[,2M USY], "qOde[ pue oees] ‘weyelqy :9[doad 911[aeIs] 913 JO SydIe
-1ned a1 Jo punoidyoeq Suneurdse] 9 WIed] 03 saImIdLIG MIIQIT] o)
UI SIS9UDK) JO J0Oq 33 IISIAII [[,2M ‘Apnas a3 Jo o[pprwt a3 uf ‘adoiny
pue eisy ‘eouyy ut 9[doad 01 smaN poon) oyl peaids pue pareys Lo
MO PUE PIP UOTIOILINSII STSI JO SISSIUILM ISIT I JBYM INOQE UIBS]
T[4 9 A\ "POD) PUE IOTAEG [NJISPUOM INO INOGE SIOU PUE JIOUL IDAOISIP 0}
a1q1g oy3 ojut xodoap Srp—ieyl Isnl op [[im am ‘Apmis.radaag ST a3 uf
‘qiesp
pue uts paronbuod ey 031 wred ST Jo AIPI[EA I INOQE PIOIII [€D
-LIO0ISIY 911 UT AUOWITISI) B JABS] PUE [IBIP IBIJOP 01 :UONIILINSIY 'SIA[IS
-1no 1qap 1ey1 Surked jo s[qedeour a1e om asnedaq—urs Ino 10y Jusurked
Ul J[eYaq INO U0 3P 03 :YIed(] ‘I3 Jo wopdury pio a3 Surronbuod
pue 9JIT JO WOPSUL] MU € UT SULIOYSN “YBISSITA] Y3 SB 9UI0D 03 :dJIT SIE]
10 suoseal SUIA[Iopun a1 JO BIPI 19119q B OS[E ING ‘SNS3( JO UOTIDILINSII
PUe [3edp 1] 33 JO ATUO Jou SurpueISIOpUN JISEq B dARY NOA mou Ag

punoidyoeq aIO0A

*STIS9[ MO[[OJ OUM.

35011 Jo yse1 Arrorxd 159y Sy pue juelrodulr ISOUI 9Y) 918 SUOTIDTLIISUL
9S9Y1—SIIMOT[OJ ST IAES SNS3( I HOISSIUILIO,) 8L S 17 MIYIIBIA]

6C-LT S1s2UdD) :Gg Ae(q
9Z-¥ s1saudD) F¢ Ae(q
€T-1T s1saudD) :¢g Ae(q
0Z-81 stsaudD) g Ae(q
L1-G1 s1sauaD) :[¢ AeQq
y1-T1 s1souaD :0g Aeq
9- suersaydy :67 Aeq

87 MIYNEBIN G YoM
SIOYSI[QN S[qIg UBAIIPUOZ pue [Z-61 uyo[ :6% AeQ ¢-1 suersaydy :gg Ae( 91-¢[ suewoy :H| Ae
J0 uossturzad Aq pasy) *£191908 IqIg 81-91 uyof gy Aeq 87-GT SWV LT Aeq T1-6 suewoy ¢ Aeq
[BUOLIBWISIU] $86] ‘8L61 ‘€L61 © 1qSukdon GI-¢1 uyo( ;£ Aeq PT-17 SV 9z Aeq 8-G suewoy 7 Aeq
"NOISYAA TYNOLLYNYZLNI MAN 21-01 ugol 9y Aeq 02-L1 2V “6z e p1 suewoy 11 Leq
“TTAI9 ATOH 51 Woxy uayes a1mduig 6-L uyo[ :c AeQ 91-€1 SV F7 LeQ 11-6 s1s9uaD ;01 A6
R N— 9-¥ uyo( 4 Aeq C1°6 SOV €7 Leq 89 s1soUaD 36 Aeq
281090 “1(] pue ‘suonsa8sns ydpy Auew pue €-1 uyof €y Aeq 8¢ S0V g Aeq & SISBHB_D '8 £vq
SuIMaTARI 10] BIQI( 1M AU 1X3] paIySIysIy LAPM P APM "CTPM
05-8¥ s1sauaD 7 Aeq 71510V 1 LeQ ¢-1 stsauan i/ Aeq

Jo asn a3 Sunsedsns pue SUIMITAII
Ly-S SIS9ULD

Y¥-C¥ SSU9H
[¥-6€ STSaU=aH
8¢-9¢ SISaULDH
GE-€€ SIsaUaH
CE-0¢g SISaUa)

10J NT, [OIUB(] UBY) [ [SIUSWIPI[MOUNDY
‘optn3 Apnis SIy) oyewW
01 ow pairdsur oym ‘uews() 07, :UOTIBIIPIJ

0% VS-DN-AF DD Iapun pasuadIf SI JI0M SIY]T,
"$20T ‘600T ‘800C ‘UeIpuel ‘q umeys g

P1:q O 'SISOL TOAR] SIT WIOYM UO UIUT
01 90rad 1189 UO pUE ISIYSIY JYI UI pOor) 0 AI0[D)

9pINS SIY1 IMNOqY

Basics of the Bible pig pEEPER & NEXT STEPS

A self-directed reading plan and study guide for people that are new to the
Bible and want to learn what it means to be a follower of Jesus.

Introduction

Welcome. This course is designed for the person that wants to learn
what it means to become or be a follower of Jesus. Many people that seek
this knowledge realize that the Bible is where they must look, but have
been hampered in their quest for one reason or another (e.g. intimidated
by the size of the Bible, don’t know where to begin, tried to read the Bible
but couldn’t make sense of it, got discouraged, etc.).

This is a self-directed study to assist you in your quest for answers. It is
intended to take you rapidly through select books of the Bible to give you
a “big picture” overview of what it means to be or become a follower of
Jesus, and to become familiarized with the Bible—which is tAe definitive
handbook for those who want to follow Jesus. For maximum benefit, plan
on spending about 30 minutes every day for the next few weeks.

The course consists of two parts: the first covers the basics and can be
completed in two weeks. The second part “digs deeper” into the Bible and
takes an additional five weeks of daily reading. This study lays the basic
foundation for understanding the Bible and what it means to be a follower
of Jesus.

After completing this course, you will be equipped, empowered and
excited to continue your study of the Bible!

The non-sequential reading approach

Most people that are new to the Bible approach it like any other book
that they read—they start at the beginning and read linearly through to
the end.
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However, this often leads to frustration because a linear reading ap-
proach does not readily facilitate an understanding of the Bible as you are
reading it. This course takes a different approach by taking you through
books of the Bible in a non-sequential order. As such, this facilitates a
greater understanding of the big picture of the Bible as you are reading
it—that is, as you progress through the daily reading schedule, you will
understand more and more what the Bible is saying.

Dig Deeper

The Dig Deeper study continues building on the readings from 7he Ba-
sics study. Again, the emphasis is on selected books from the Greek Scrip-
tures and you will also finish the book of Genesis from the Hebrew Scrip-
tures:

Luke Acts Ephesians Genesis 12-50 Gospel of John Matthew 28

Dig Deeper: Big Picture Summary

Luke: the most detailed account of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Noted for numerous historical references and attention to detail.
Written by Luke, a Greek physician and co-worker of Paul.

Acts: also written by Luke, which chronicles the work of the first apostles
after Jesus gave them His Grear Commission (see below). The work of
many apostles and co-workers are detailed, but particular emphasis is paid
to the missionary work of Peter and Paul.

Ephesians: a succinct letter from Paul to the believers in Ephesus explain-
ing the victorious life that we can have as followers of Jesus.

Genesis 12-50: detailed account of the Creator God’s special relationship
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—the forbearers of the nation of Israel.
Gospel of John: like 15 John, an eloquent and profoundly moving account
of the life, death and resurrection of Yeshua the Messiah (Jesus Christ).



Next Steps (abridged)

Congratulations! You now have a basic
understanding of the Bible and what it
means to be a follower of Jesus. You now
should also have more confidence in
your ability to read, interpret and
understand the Scriptures and feel
empowered to continue your study of
the Bible. This is exciting because, for
the rest of your life, as you continue to
read and re-read the Bible, you will
likewise continue to gain a deeper and
deeper understanding of the Bible and as
a result, grow closer and closer in your
relationship with Him.

The remainder of the study guide
provides you with a proposed reading
order to complete the rest of the Bible.
Depending on your reading speed and
the amount of time you commit each
day, you can expect to finish the entire
Bible between 3-12 months. The
important thing is not how fast you read
but what you learn during the process—
speed reading through the Bible for the
sake of finishing it does little good if you
miss the message.

Like The Basics and Dig Deeper lessons,
the following plans also take you
through the Bible in a non-sequential
order, again to facilitate better
understanding of the Bible as you are
reading it. Continue your daily prayer
that God give you His Holy Spirit to help
you understand what you are about to
read—and expect that you will be
wonderfully rewarded!

The structure of the OT

The Law: known as 7orahin Hebrew,
which means “instruction”; the Law is
the first five books of the Bible.
Historical books and Prophets: known as
nevi-im in Hebrew, these are the books
that contain detailed historical accounts
of the leaders and rulers of the Israelite
people.

The Writings: known as keruvim, these
are books of poetry and wisdom.

The structure of the NT

Historical books: consisting of the four
Gospels and Acts. The Gospels are named
according to the author: Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. Matthew and John were
two of the twelve disciples of Jesus
during His earthly life and ministry.
Mark was likely a young man who was
among the larger band of disciples that
followed Jesus. Luke was a Greek
physician who came to believe in Jesus
through Paul’s missionary work. He also
authored Acts.

Letters: as implied, these are letters
written by the apostles, who were the
leaders of the group of believers that
emerged immediately following the
resurrection of Jesus.

Prophecy: the only prophetic book of
the NT is Revelation, which tells of the
return of Jesus to finalize His Kingdom
after there has been sufficient time for all
the nations to have a chance to hear and
to respond to the message of salvation by
believing in Him.

Proposed reading plans

The remainder of the Bible can be read
and studied by breaking up into the
following subjects:

The Law
Prophecy and end times
Life in the “Body of Christ”
Warnings against false teachers
OT History: Conquest — Judges
OT History: Monarchy period
The writings of David and Solomon
Refresher: David and Solomon
OT History: Divided Kingdoms

. OT Prophets to Israel

. Detailed study on Judy

. OT History: Exile and Restoration

. Post-Exile Prophets

. Special books

1. The Law

The books of the Law describe how the
Creator God called a nation of special
servants, the Israelites, and gave them
the task of telling the whole world about
Him. You will quickly discover that the
Israelites failed in this task time and
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again. Yet God never abandoned the
people of Israel, even to this day and He
will still fulfill the promise He made to
Abraham in Genesis 12. The books of the
Law lay the foundation for
understanding all the historical and
prophetic books of the Hebrew
Scriptures and even more importantly,
for understanding how Yeshua the
Messiah (Jesus Christ) perfectly and
completely fulfills the requirements of
the Law on our behalf If He hadn’t, we
wouldn’t be able to have a relationship
with our Creator and would remain His
enemy (through our own doing, not
His).

The Law begins with the book of
Genesis, but since you’ve just completed
reading that book, there is no need to
repeat it in this study. Then, after
reading Exodus through Deuteronomy,
the study is “framed” by another
explanatory book on the Law—the letter
by Paul to the Galatians, which provides
a wonderful way to “stop and look back.”
Hebrews: a detailed description of how
Jesus perfectly fulfills the requirements
of the Law on our behalf.

Exodus: the account of the rescue of the
descendents of Jacob from slavery in
Egypt and the formation of the nation of
Israel. The first time the Creator God
makes Himself widely known to the
nations.

Leviticus: detailed regulations for the
Israelite people and their leaders.
Numbers: account of how the Israelites
didn’t trust God and as a result had to
wander in the wilderness for 40 years
before entering the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy: after the unbelieving
generation died, the new generation had
to be re-instructed.

Galatians: letter by Paul that gives a
summary of the Law and how through
Jesus, we are released from bondage of
the Law to live Spirit-filled lives.

2. Prophecy and end times
The Bible speaks considerably about
future events—in both OT and NT.
Some events described in both
testaments have been fulfilled, whereas
others events have yet to take place.
Some prophecies are obvious in their
fulfillment, such as the Suffering Servant
of Isaiah 53, whereas it is not as clear in
other cases. As we read through the
Bible, we should not overly focus on
determining if a certain prophecy has
been fulfilled or not, but rather try to
learn what God is telling us through the
words of the prophets. Here, we take a
closer look at the books of the Bible that
speak directly about end times.
Matthew: one of the 12 disciples of Jesus.
He wrote his gospel to a Jewish audience,
emphasizing how Jesus fulfilled the
prophecies and Law of the Hebrew
Scriptures.

1-2 Thessalonians: letter by Paul to the
believers in Thessalonica, who had some
anxieties about the end times.

Isaiah: the prophet that wrote the most
about the coming Messiah.

Joel: visions of the coming judgment and
of an age when God’s Spirit will be
poured out upon many people.
Zechariah: visions of the coming
Messiah and His new kingdom.

Daniel 7-12: visions given to the Hebrew
named Daniel during the Exile period
(6 century BC) that are a prelude to the
visions given to John in the book of
Revelation.

Revelation: visions of the end of the age,
when Jesus returns to finalize His
Kingdom.

3. Life in the Body of Christ

The Bible and Paul in particular, speaks
frequently of life in the “body of
Christ”—the gathering together of local
believers for the purpose of enlarging the
Kingdom of Jesus and to encourage, help
and support one another. This study
takes us through the books in the Bible
that speak most directly on the “body
life” of the believer—that is, how we
should live our lives as followers of Jesus.

1-2 Corinthians: perhaps the definitive
books on life in the body of Christ.
Philippians: the joy of having a new life
through Jesus Christ.

Colossians: how Jesus is everything that
we need.

James: character traits of a disciple that
truly believes and follows Jesus.

1 Peter: hope for the believer that is
facing trials and suffering.

Titus: the virtue of self-control in the life
of a believer.

Philemon: an example showing what
true “body life” behavior looks like.

4. Warnings against false

teachers
Four of the New Testament authors,
Paul, Peter, John and Jude give specific
and detailed warnings about false
teachers that try to lead believers astray.
‘When something is repeated so often by
so many different writers, we should
take special note, thus the reason why
we have a specific study on this subject.
The letters are brief, but packed with
powerful lessons.
1-2 Timothy: Paul’s instructional letters
to Timothy, a young leader in the church
in Ephesus.
2 Peter: a letter cautioning believers to
be ready for the forthcoming day when
rejecting God is common.
2-3 John: warnings against false teachers
and those that would hinder believers in
their work for the Kingdom.
Jude: warnings about false teachers that
had infiltrated the community of
believers and were already leaders.

5. Conquest to Judges

After the death of Moses, Joshua led the
people into the Promised Land to
establish the nation of Israel. Following
the settlement, there was a long period
where Israel was ruled by decentralized
leaders called Judges.

Joshua: account of the Israelites entering
the land promised to them by God
Judges: a period of approximately 400
years when Israel was ruled by Judges.
Ruth: the account of the family line of
King David.

1 Samuel 1-7: introduction to the Kings
period of Israel’s history.

6. Monarchy Period

After the Judges period, three monarchs
or kings ruled over Israel.

This period lasted 120 years during
which time Israel’s wealth and
prominence among the surrounding
nations greatly increased. This lesson
takes us through the so-called United
Kingdom period of Israel’s history, so
named because all 12 tribes were united
under the rule of a single king.

The first king, Saul, had great potential
but his heart did not follow God. The
second king, David, was a “man after
God’s own heart” and is still today
considered the one of the greatest figures
in all of Israel’s history. His son,
Solomon, was the third and final king of
the United Kingdom period. He started
off with a heart for God, but over time,
he drifted away, which set in motion the
events that led to the division of Israel
into two nations.

1 Samuel 8-31: the first king Saul and the
rise of David.

2 Samuel: the rule of David after the
death of Saul.

1 Kings 1-11: the passing of David, the
reign of Solomon, his wisdom and the
temple that he built to honor God.

7. Writings of David and

Solomon
In this section, we take a break from the
historical books to read through the
literary and poetry books attributed to
David and Solomon.
Psalms: considered the most beautiful
portions of the whole Bible. They are
worship songs (note that the English
word songis derived from the Hebrew
word psalm) and many contain
instructions on what instruments are to
be played or what tune is to be used.
Thus it is no wonder that believers of
God throughout the ages have used the
Psalms as their source of inspiration for
the worship music of their generation.
Proverbs: a compilation of wisdom
sayings, most attributed to Solomon.

8. Refresher: David and

Solomon
‘Whenever anything is repeated in the
Bible, whether it is the repetition of a
single word, phrase or verse, or whether
it is entire narratives, this is God’s ways
of saying to us: “pay very close
attention!” The historical account given
in the book of Chronicles is very
similar—oftentimes identical—to the
accounts we recently read in the books
of 1-2 Samuel and 1 Kings. However, the
Chronicler makes a special point of
highlighting and commenting on the
rule of King David. Recall that it is from
the line of David that the Messiah
(Savior) is to come, thus the importance
that God has placed on this period of
Israel’s history. Don’t think of it as
boring repetition, but instead look at the
special emphasis that God wants you to
pay very close attention to—having this
mindset as you read through Chronicles
will allow the Holy Spirit to teach you
more about God.

1 Chronicles: a commentary on the life
of King David.

2 Chronicles 1-9: a commentary on the
life of King Solomon.

9. Divided Kingdoms

Among the most exciting and epic
writings in all of the Bible. The
remainder of 1-2 Kings tells how Israel
became divided: the Southern Kingdom
of Judah, consisting of the tribes of Judah
and Benjamin; and the Northern
Kingdom of Israel, consisting of the
remaining ten tribes. Immediately, the
first king of Israel adopted the Egyptian
idolatrous practice of bull worship and as
a result, there never was a ruler out of
the 19 kings in Israel that did what was
right in the sight of the Lord.

The Northern Kingdom was conquered
around 722 bc by Assyria and the people
scattered throughout the Assyrian
empire, never to return. Non-Hebrews
(i.e., foreigners) inhabited the land and it
became known ever-after as a defiled
land full of idolatrous mixed-bred
people. This region would come to be
called Samaria in Jesus’ day. The
Southern Kingdom of Judah fared only a
little better. Out of 20 kings, there were
eight that did what was right in the sight
of the Lord. Nevertheless, Judah too was
punished and was conquered by the
Babylonians around 586 bc. The people
were taken into captivity and it is here
that the Hebrew people became known
as “Jews” which is a shortened version of
Judah.

1 Kings 12-22: account of the kings of
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

2 Kings: the continuing account,
including the fall of both kingdoms.

10. Prophets to Israel

Two prophets spoke against the
idolatries and wickedness in Israel.
Hosea: a stinging indictment against the
Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Amos: judgment of Israel is at hand.

11. Detailed study on Judah

As mentioned earlier, repetition in the
Bible speaks volumes. Here, we revisit
the demise of Judah and take a closer
look at what the prophets of that day
were saying against Judah.

2 Chronicles 10-36: the remainder of the
Chronicler’s commentary on the kings of
the Southern Kingdom.

Micah: mainly directed against the evil
kings of Judah, he also speaks of the
destruction of both Israel and Judah.
Nahum: actually directed against
Nineveh (Assyrians), but is included here
since the events were relevant at the
time when only Judah remained.
Habakkuk: warning to Judah of the
coming Babylonian invasion.

Zephaniah: warnings against Judah that
doom is at hand.

Jeremiah: know as the “weeping
prophet,” he warns hard-hearted people
of Jerusalem’s eminent destruction.
Lamentations: a poetical lament over the
destruction of Jerusalem.

12. Exile and the Restoration
The day that the prophets had warned of
had finally arrived—the kingdom of
Judah was conquered by the
Babylonians. Unlike the Assyrians that
completely destroyed the Northern
Kingdom of Israel nearly two centuries
earlier, the Babylonians were different
kinds of victors. They allowed the people
of Judah to retain their cultural identity
even though many were deported from
Jerusalem to Babylon (modern day Iraq).
It was here that the Hebrew people
became known as the “Jews” (short for
Judah)—from which we get the modern
term “Jewish” when referring to
someone descended from the 12 tribes of
Israel.

Exile was the most humiliating thing
that could possibly happen to the
descendents of Abraham—it seemed that
God abandoned His people. But God did
not abandon His people and moved in
amazing and miraculous ways to restore
a remnant of the people to the capital
city of Jerusalem and rebuild it. The
Exile lasted 70 years.

Ezekiel: some of the most amazing and
horrifying visions in all of the Bible.
Daniel 1-6: account of 4 young Hebrews
drafted into the Babylonian court during
the Exile; and the conquest of the
Babylonians by the Persians.

Ezra 1-6: the first phase of the
Restoration, where the Persian king
allows Zerubabbel to return to Jerusalem
to rebuild the Temple.

Esther: account of a Hebrew girl that
was chosen to marry the Persian king
just in time to prevent a plan to
annihilate the Jewish exiles. If it weren’t
for Esther, Ezra and Nehemiah would
not have lived to lead the remainder of
the Restoration process.

Ezra 7-10: the second phase of the
Restoration, where Ezra returns to
Jerusalem to rally the people.

Nehemiah: final phase of the Restoration
by Nehemiah who oversees the
rebuilding of the Jerusalem’s walls.

13. Post-Exile Prophets

There are three prophets to Judah after
the Restoration: Haggai, Zechariah, and
Malachi. We read Zechariah earlier in
the study, so we won’t repeat the reading
here. Here, we also include Obadiah,
even though his message was against the
neighboring kingdom of Edom (distant
relatives of Israelites, descended not of
Jacob’s line, but of his twin brother
Esau). The two groups had always been
at war, just as Jacob and Esau were.
Obadiah: punishment of Edom for their
participation in the plundering of
Jerusalem (recorded in 2 Chronicles).
Haggai: rebuilding of the temple after
the return from Exile.

Malachi: a final warning to the
disobedient Israelites.

14. Special books

There are four books that complete our
study of the Bible. These books are last
because they are the most difficult or the
most widely misunderstood. Saving them
for last hopefully helps us understand
them better than if we had attempted to
read them earlier.

Job: a profoundly enigmatic (much like
the subject) analysis of the issue of
suffering. It is almost entirely a work of
poetry, making interpretation on this
difficult subject even more challenging.
Ecclesiastes: a commentary on the
futility of living without making the
Creator God a central part of your life.
Song of Solomon: beautiful poetry with
sensual imagery that speaks about love
on many levels—between a husband and
wife, and between the loving Creator
God and His people.

Jonah: well-known account of the
prophet swallowed by a whale, but one
in which most readers completely miss
the point. This book is all about the
grace of God and how we as depraved
humans, much like Jonah, don’t
understand what God is trying to do.
Today, we are no different than Jonah
was in his day.
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